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Forests Trees are essential to a forest.
They provide a natural home for plants

and animals as they help create a
microclimate in which plants can thrive.

They help soil take on a more stable
condition so that the underlying forest

floor can be improved. They clean the air
and remove the carbon dioxide and other

pollutants. They prevent erosion,
droughts, earthquakes and other natural

disasters. The following pages discuss the
characteristics of forests and their health.

Characteristics Trees are evergreen
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plants; that is, they retain their foliage
year-round. The woody tissue of trees is a
mass of vascular tissues, similar to the leaf
blades in monocots, or to the leaves and
stems in dicots. The leaves of the tree do
not fall to the ground and rot as they do in

herbaceous plants. Instead, they are
transported by the wind to other locations.
In the case of conifers, usually where they
grow well and have enough rainfall, they

are just left to grow. A tree is a shrub if the
height of the vegetation does not exceed

that of a human. Examples include the
evergreen trees in the redwood family,

such as Sequoia sempervirens and
Sequoia gigantea, or Arbutus menziesii. A
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tree is a herbage plant if the height of the
vegetation does not exceed that of a

human. In this case, it has more
resemblance to a weed, which is a grass or

herb growing to an excessive height.
Examples include the Gingko tree, (the
English name of Ginkgo biloba) or the
Kava kava or Alstroemeria. A tree is

usually referred to as a plant in botanical
terminology. Trees are often classed as

either herbaceous plants or woody plants.
Whereas trees are usually defined as
evergreen plants, some trees, such as
those in the family Bucerotaceae, have

deciduous leaves. Other trees have
biennial growth patterns, and bear their
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first seed crop a few years after they have
been planted. The leaves and branches of
trees provide home and food for animals.
A small animal may be the winged seeds
that provide the site of future growth, but
the leaves will be eaten by herbivores and
carnivores. Vines may grow from branches

and twigs of trees providing a living for
small animals, and at the tops of some
shrubs and trees are nests for birds and

other animals. Trees 6d1f23a050
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